
 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE MINUTES  

May 1, 2012 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Rob Way, Bob Besaw, John Romberg, Dennis Herter, Bob 
Marcks, and Tiffany Schulz 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lori Dean 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Mayor Gary Henke, Tom O’Connell, Ron Steinhorst, and Dave Morack  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Parks & Recreation Director Chad Hoerth and Administrative Assistant Janet 
Searl 
 
Chairman Way called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Herter moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Besaw.  Motion carried 6-0.  

 
Public Comment.  None. 
 
Franklin Park Building Lease Agreement.  The latest draft has been sent to the legal department of the 
Salvation Army for final review.  Hoerth recommended that the committee approve the document as it 
stands now; if the Salvation requests any changes he will bring it back to committee. 
 

Romberg moved to recommend that council authorize the Mayor to sign the Lease Agreement 
between the City of New London as Landlord and the Waupaca County Salvation Army as 
Tenant, as written.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 
Lighting at the Dog Park.  Hoerth checked into the cost of installing a wood light pole with a goose neck 
arm light instead of a fiberglass pole with a toadstool light.  It would be more expensive to install, the 
direction of the lighting would be more limited, and it is more expensive to operate.  The Friends of the 
Dog Park group will be meeting and will discuss this issue.  No action was necessary. 
 
Parking at Riverside Boat Launch/Johnny’s Little Shop of Bait.  Hoerth had provided permits for 
members of the Fish & Game Club for parking spots at Big Whopper Weekend.  However, this year he 
received complaints that the workers parked in the trailer stalls just for easy access.  From now on, he 
will allow the motor home they use as a headquarters to park in the trailer stalls but not the workers.  If 
they need to mark a spot for the person running for supplies, they will be able to cone off one or two of 
the car stalls.   
 
John Faucher, of Johnny’s Little Shop of Bait, was having an issue with fishermen parking in the stalls 
around his shop for the whole day.  He asked if the City could put up “15 Min Only Patron Parking” 
signs.  Hoerth and Chief Schlueter looked over his lease agreement and found that he can put up signs 
and the police department can enforce it. 
 
Wolf River Slow-No-Wake Request.  A resident on Wood Lane asked if the Slow-No-Wake buoys 
could be put out for the entire boating season or at least until the walleye/white bass run is over.  Also, a 
kayaker has made a similar request.  Hoerth contacted our local DNR warden.  He stated that the DNR 
would most likely not be in favor of such a request.  The buoys are placed for safety purposes (boat 
launch areas or tight bends) or to protect structures.  There are laws in place to protect kayakers and 
small watercraft.  There was a suggestion to place some type of notice at the boat launch reminding 
boaters of boating safety and using caution around small watercraft. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Director’s Report.  Greg Becher completed 11 years of service with the City on April 16th. 
 
*Department Usage & Financial Statistics were handed out.   
 
*Hoerth is waiting for approval of the easement encroachment request for the community garden. 
 
*Agreements for the Municipal Roof repair projects have been sent – Hoerth is waiting for contact from 
Industrial Roofing Services to schedule timelines. 
 
*The Hatten Park tennis courts are prepped and ready for the sealant and paint; Midwest Sealcoat is 
waiting to make sure the temperatures don’t go below freezing before finishing the project. 
 
*Ideas for the cemetery property have been put on hold and will be addressed at a future meeting. 
 
*An option for the boat launch at Riverside is to build a ramp to put at the start of the dock rather than 
purchase a dock extension.   
 
*Annual pool shutdown for maintenance will be May 13th thru May 28th.   
 
*The correct ballasts will be installed at the pool during shutdown.  They will be evaluated after that; it’s 
possible that another fixture will need to be installed in the middle next to the slide. 
 
*The department coordinated an Arbor Day presentation for 5th graders on April 27th.  Two flowering 
pear trees were planted in Hatten Park and poster contest winners each received a pine tree.  Ginger 
Miller held the annual “Tug-a-Suckle” event in the afternoon with fifty 7th graders.  They cleaned up an 
area in Hatten Park that was covered in honeysuckle and buckthorn. 
 
*Shamrock Builders was hired to install the template for paver bricks at Hatten Stadium.  The project 
looks great and was completed in a week. 
 
*Hoerth received a voicemail from a resident regarding someone squealing tires at the skate park at 
Memorial Park.  The person demanded that Hoerth resolve the situation or a petition will be started to 
close the skate park.  Hoerth discussed the issue with Chief Schlueter; the police department will 
increase patrol in this area.  Hoerth will also look into the possibility of installing more security cameras. 
 
 
Chairman’s Report.  A comment was made that the plants that were planted along the Bernegger River 
Walk have washed away.  Hoerth has been advised to fill in the river bank with native seed to establish a 
solid base, then in a year or so plant hardier native plants. 
 
Committee Member’s Report.  Nothing was brought up at this time. 
 
Agenda Items for Next Month:  The beginning of next month’s meeting will be held jointly with the 
Public Works Board to discuss the site analysis for a City garage and will be moved to Monday, June 
4th.  Discuss possible summer tour, ask Richard Johnson to report on the cable channel. 
 

Besaw moved to adjourn, seconded by Herter, at 6:38 p.m.  Motion carried with all ayes. 
 

Chad R. Hoerth  
Director of Park & Recreation  

 


