
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

 
A regular and open meeting of the New City of New London Common Council 
was convened on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at 5:35 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of the Municipal Building.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll was 
called.  Presiding: Mayor Gary Henke  
 
Members Present: John Romberg, Mary Tate, D. Thomas O’Connell, 

Michael Barrington, Ronald Steinhorst, Robert Way, Dennis 
Herter, David Morack    Robert Besaw arrived 5:40 pm; Lori 
Dean arrived 5:45 pm 

        
Officers Present: Kent Hager, City Administrator; Earl Luaders, City 

Attorney; Susan Tennie, City Clerk; Judy Radke, 
Treasurer/Finance Director; Paul Hanlon, Building 
Inspector 

   
Others Present: Wm. Wyse, County Post East; Tim Pritzl; First State 

Bank; Lee Rousseau 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS:  
Following roll call, Clerk Tennie, administered the Oath of Office to newly 
elected Alderpersons, City Attorney, and Mayor. 
 
AGENDA:  O’Connell/Tate to adopt as distributed.  Carried 9-0.   
 
RULES: Morack/Herter to adopt Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code 

as the rules by which Council Meetings will be conducted.  
Carried 10-0   

 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER: O’Connell/Tate to designate the County Post East as 

the official City newspaper.  Carried 10-0. 
 
O’Connell/Morack to adopt Resolution No. 1235.  Carried 10-0.  
 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PUBLIC DEPOSITORY 
AND AUTHORIZING WITHDRAWAL OF CITY MONIES 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 1235 

 
RESOLVED, that the following banking institutions: 

 
First State Bank of New London, WI; Citizens Bank of New London, WI; Bank 
Mutual, New London, WI; Edward Jones & Company; Wolf River Community 
Bank; Community First Credit Union; Fox Communities Credit Union; B.C. 
Ziegler & Company; UBS Financial Services; Morgan Stanley; RBC Dain 
Rauscher; and the Local Government Investment Pool of the State 
Treasurer, qualified as public depositories under Chapter 34 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes, shall be and are hereby designated, until further action, as public 
depositories for all public monies coming into the possession of the City of 
New London, Waupaca and Outagamie Counties, Wisconsin and any of its 
legal subsidiaries such as Floral Hill Cemetery, and the New London Utilities, 
etc. excepting the New London Housing Authority which has complete 
custody of its own funds, and 
 
That withdrawal or disbursement from a demand deposit from any one of 
the above named depositories shall be by order check, as provided in 
§66.042 of the Wisconsin Statutes; that in accordance therewith all order 
checks shall be signed by the following persons:  Judy M. Radke, Treasurer 

 



or Susan M. Tennie, Clerk and countered signed by Gary Henke, Mayor or, 
John Romberg, President of the Common Council, and shall be so honored. 
 
The withdrawal or disbursement upon such demand deposits may also be 
made through electronic fund transfer and automated clearinghouse 
methods in accordance with §66.0603(lm).  
The withdrawal or disbursement of City funds held in any of the above 
named depositories in a demand deposit or time deposit to any other 
demand or time deposit in the same or other authorized depository may be 
accomplished by order check, electronic fund transfer or automated 
clearinghouse method by the Clerk or Treasurer, insofar as such demand or 
time deposit is under the sole authority and control of the City of New 
London, and its legal subsidiaries. 
 
It is further resolved, that in lieu of their personal signatures, the facsimile 
signatures, which have been adopted by:  Judy M. Radke, Treasurer; Susan 
M. Tennie, Clerk; Gary Henke, Mayor; may be affixed on such order checks, 
that any one of the above named depositories shall be fully warranted and 
protected in making payment on any order check bearing such facsimile not 
withstanding that the same may have been placed therein without the 
authority of the designated person or persons. 
 
In addition, the Council authorizes the Clerk and Treasurer to invest public 
monies at any of the above named public depositories, within the limits 
established by law acting to the best of their ability to ensure the safety of 
these funds, in compliance with the City Financial Policy adopted February 
13, 2007, as amended.  A certified copy of this resolution shall be delivered 
to each of above named depositories, and said depositories may rely on this 
resolution until changed by lawful resolution and certified copy of such 
resolution has been given to the cashier of the respective above named 
depositories. 
 

Adopted this 20th day of April, 2010 
 
 

   BY:         
       Gary Henke, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:         
  Susan Tennie, City Clerk  
 
ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT: O’Connell/Dean to nominate John 
Romberg as Council President. Morack/Steinhorst to close nomination.  
Carried 10-0.  O’Connell/Way to cast a unanimous ballot for John Romberg 
as Council President.  Carried 10-0. 
 
REPORT OF OFFICERS – 
Mayor –  
Henke thanked everyone for their support and welcomed our new Council 
member.  He looks forward to working together with the Council and the 
various Downtown committees.  The City has lots of proposals under 
consideration, with long-term gains, that will need to be addressed.  
Encouraged everyone to cruise out to the NENLBC where EJ Metals has 
started construction on their new facility. 
 
He announced the following Committees Appointments:    
 
Finance & Personnel: John Romberg (Chr), Dave Morack (V Chr), Mary Tate, 
Tom O’Connell, Mike Barrington 

 



 

Parks & Recreation:  Rob Way (Chr), Bob Besaw (V Chr), Dennis Herter, 
John Romberg, Lori Dean    Citizens members, Bob Marcks & Tiffany Schulz 
 
Public Works:  Mike Barrington (Chr), Dennis Herter (V Chr), Lori Dean, Bob 
Besaw, Ron Steinhorst       [Confirmed   O’Connell/Way   Carried 10-0] 
 
Economic Development: Dave Morack (Chr), Tom O’Connell (V Chr), John 
Romberg, Mary Tate, Steve Dyreson, Gordy Schripke, Ron Steinhorst 
 
Planning Commission: Gary Henke, Carol Renning, Paul Noel, Lyle 
Gruetzmacher, Tom Spilman, Ron Steinhorst, Steve Thompson, Alternate 
 
Revolving Loan Fund: John Romberg (Chr), Dave Morack (V Chr), John 
Helgeson, Rita Thiel, Bob VanAsten 
 
Board of Review:  Gary Henke, Sue Tennie, John Romberg, Dennis Herter 
   Alternates:  Dave Morack and Bob Besaw 
 
Canadian National Railroad Acquisition: 
Hager gave a thorough explanation on the background of the WI Central RR 
/ Canadian National Railroad situation over the last ten years which also 
includes the State, the City and Wolf River Lumber.  In 2000 the State 
awarded a TEA grant to the City to build a rail spur which would serve the 
Wolf River Lumber plant. In 2003 the CN RR acquired the tracks from WI 
Central RR.  Not wanting to repair the rail crossing at County S the CN RR 
delivered a 60-day notice to terminate service to the Wolf River Lumber 
spur.  Wolf River Lumber attempted to purchase an approximate 5,000-foot 
long segment of track from CN RR.  Eventually an agreed upon purchase 
price of the Net Liquidation Value (salvage value) for the rail line itself was 
set at $90,000.  Unfortunately, due to the poor economy, Wolf River Lumber 
has filed for receivership.  If the City were to invest $90,000 on the CN RR it 
would help preserve the rail line for future use, it would allow the City to 
proceed with our trail system, and would also be an investment in 
salvageable items as a return on our investment. As this area of the City is 
in TIF #2, the $90,000 would come from TIF funds and not the General 
Fund.   
 
After much discussion, motion by Romberg, second by Morack to purchase 
land from the CN Railroad in the amount of $90,000.    Carried 6-5 Tie 
breaker vote by Mayor  [Besaw, Tate, O’Connell, Dean, Herter against]     
 
Simmons Property Acquisition: 
A discussion took place of the pros and cons of partnering with the First 
State Bank to acquire the former Simmons property out of foreclosure if 
there is not a private investor who outbids the bank at the foreclosure 
auction.  Some of the positive aspects of the purchase would give us control 
of the metal buildings for City use; gain control of the parking lots, gain 
control of the type of future use for the property, and cease taxes from 
accruing.   
 
Motion by Dean, second by Tate to table the decision until a later date to 
give Council time to tour the property.  Carried 8-2  [Romberg, Steinhorst 
against]    
 
There being no other business, Morack/Romberg to adjourn.  Council 
adjourned at 7 p.m.  
 
              
        Susan Tennie, City Clerk  
    April 20, 2010  


